
By Irish Echo Staff

The legacy of Robert Emmet and
his standing in the eyes of Irish
Americans was cited by Irish am-
bassador to the United States Dan
Mulhall in a speech delivered dur-
ing the recent dedication of Robert
Emmet Park in Washington, D.C.

Ambassador Mulhall said that
as Ireland faced new challenges in
the context of Brexit, “we again
look to our friends in America for
support and understanding.”

In his speech Ambassador Mul-
hall stated: “It is an honor for me
to be here as this fine piece of
land in Washington, D.C. is given
the name of Robert Emmet Park. 

“I want to pay tribute to the
many people who have made this
day possible, firstly to the won-
derful National Parks Service rep-
resented here today by Julia
Washburn. 

“A special thank you to Con-
gressman Joe Crowley and his
staff for putting this initiative on
the congressional agenda and to
Senator Lisa Murkowski, chair of
the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee for piloting it through
the Senate.

“I also wish to recognize the
work of Peter Kissel and his col-
leagues in the Irish American
Unity Conference, in hosting this
annual commemoration of Robert
Emmet. Finally, I wish to acknowl-
edge the contribution of the inde-
fatigable Jack O’Brien in pressing
the case for Robert Emmet Park. 

“Thank you also to the Ancient
Order of Hibernians and the
Ladies AOH for their very welcome
presence here today.

“We have come here to inau-
gurate Robert Emmet Park not be-
cause of this monument’s location
halfway between our embassy on
Massachusetts Avenue and the
Irish Residence around the corner
on S Street, but because of the im-
portance of Irish America, to this
country and to Ireland. 

“Robert Emmet never visited
America and may not have been
the most important figure in mod-
ern Irish history (although that
could be a subject for debate), but
he did become symbolic of Ire-
land’s struggle for generations of
Irish people and their descendants
in this country. 

“Nineteenth century Irish
Americans formed Robert Emmet
Societies in various U.S. cities and
more than a century ago this fine
monument, created by the Irish
sculptor Jerome Connor, was
erected in the lobby of the Smith-
sonian. It was transferred here in
1966 to mark the fiftieth anniver-
sary of Ireland’s Easter Rising.
Other Emmet monuments are to
be found in San Francisco, in Em-
metsburg, Iowa, and in St.
Stephen’s Green in Dublin.

“Emmet was part of a genera-
tion of Irish people, who were in-
spired by the ideals of the
American and French Revolutions.
In his Speech from the Dock in
September, 1803, the 25-year-old
Emmet said that he “wished to
procure for my country the guar-

antee which Washington procured
for America,” by which he meant,
in his own words, for Ireland “to
take its place among the nations
of the earth.” 

“The United Irishmen who
came to America as political ex-
iles, including Thomas Addis
Emmet, quickly became involved
in American politics as supporters
of Thomas Jefferson. That started
a noble tradition of Irish American
engagement in American political
life, one that continues to this day
and accounts for the fact that we
have so many dedicated Friends
of Ireland in Congress.

“Irish immigrants played a key
role in the American Civil War, a
role epitomized by the story of the
Young Ireland patriot, Thomas
Francis Meagher, who was hon-
ored this week when a commemo-
rative plaque bearing his name
was erected at the iconic Wash-
ington Monument. 

“That plaque also contains a
copy of the Proclamation of the
Irish Republic issued on Easter
Monday 1916. This reflects the key
role played by Irish Americans in
keeping the flame of Irish inde-
pendence alive in those dark
decades after the Great Famine

when so many Irish people de-
parted our shores to make new
lives for themselves in other lands,
most notably these United States. 

“Historians credit Irish Ameri-
cans with a major contribution to
bringing about the Easter Rising of
1916. The Rising’s chief organizer,
Tom Clarke, was sent to Ireland by
American-based Fenians for the
purpose of organizing a rebellion.
Irish America’s unstinting support
for Irish independence in the years
that followed 1916 was also critical
to the emergence of an indepen-
dent Irish State a century ago.  

“Irish Americans have always
had Ireland’s back in good times
and troubled ones, and this con-
tinues to be the case. Today’s ma-
ture relationship between Ireland
and the United States, with its
strong, two-way, economic links,
is anchored in the proud history of
Irish America’s contribution to
United States and to Ireland.   

“As Ireland’s faces into new
challenges brought about by our
nearest neighbor’s decision to
leave the European Union, and the
risk this poses to the precious
peace that has prevailed in North-
ern Ireland for more than two
decades, we again look to our

friends in America for support and
understanding. 

“And this has been richly forth-
coming, including with the estab-
lishment of an Ad Hoc Committee
for the Defense of the Good Friday
Agreement. 

“Those in America who held
dear the political legacy of Robert
Emmet during the generations fol-
lowing his execution, played a
major part in Ireland’s achieve-
ment a century ago in taking its
place “among the nations of the
earth.” In more recent times, the
influence of Irish America was cru-
cial in bringing peace to Northern
Ireland through the Good Friday
Agreement.  

“We continue to cherish our
connections with today’s heirs to
that proud Irish American tradi-
tion, people who are both deeply
American and deeply conscious of
their Irish heritage.” 
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Ambassador Dan Mulhall speaking at the dedication of Robert Emmet Park.  PHOTO BY TOM MCSHANE.

A scarf for autumn
New York State Assemblyman Mike Cusick presented President Michael
D. Higgins with a scarf during the recent visit by a bipartisan delegation
of New York legislators to Áras an Uachtaráin.

Emmet’s legacy cited amid current challenges

Eugene
Flanagan
benefit
A benefit for Eugene Flanagan
hosted by his family and
friends will take place on
Thursday evening, October 3, at
Rosie O’Grady’s Manhattan
Club in Midtown Manhattan.

The fundraiser will run from
6 to 8 p.m.

A release from the Irish Busi-
ness Organization announcing
the fundraiser stated: “For
many years while living in New
York, Eugene was an active
member of the Irish Business
Organization, the Irish Arts
Center, and the Ancient Order
of Hibernians.  

“After getting married, Eu-
gene and his wife Kim relocated
to Boston where they are rais-
ing their son Owen. Despite the
distance Eugene continues to be
a friend to many in the Irish
community in New York. 

“Sadly, about two years
ago, Eugene was diagnosed
with a progressive neurologi-
cal disorder that is eroding his
abilities on a daily basis. This
disease has left Eugene unable
to work and has put a strain
on him and his family.

“In recognition of Eugene's
accomplishments and dedica-
tion to the Irish community
over the years, the IBO is
pleased to announce that it will
present Eugene with the 2019
Celtic Spirit Award on Thurs-
day, October 3.  

“Please join us in recogniz-
ing Eugene for his contributions
and help support him and his
family in their time of need.”

James Byrne, 
born on November 17, 1929, 
of Whitestone, New York 
by way of Loughlinstown, 
Co. Dublin. 

Jim was married to the love of his
life Joan Dutton of Bray, Co.
Wicklow.  He is survived by his
three children Geraldine, Jimmy
and Siobhan, his sons-in-law Donal
McCarthy and Danny O’Connor,
daughter-in-law Shirley Tom, and by
his grandchildren: Caitriona,
Meaghan, Danny, Siobhan, Joseph,
Brendan, Cara and Alanna, and his
great grandson, Conor.  

He was active in the Shamrock and Woodlawn Golf Clubs, and
served as president of the Dublin Society.  From 1951-1952 he
played soccer on Ireland’s national team and
was capped for Ireland in an international match
against Scotland.  He played semi-pro for the
Bray Wanderers and Saint Patrick’s Athletic
Soccer teams.   

He came to New York in 1961 and worked at
the Carpenter’s Union local 608 for thirty years
before retiring.  

Our hearts are broken to lose our Dad,
Grandad, and hero . . .


