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President’s Column 
 
By Peter Kissel 
 
“...in Ireland there must not be two nations or 
three nations but one nation...Catholic, 
Protestant, and Dissenter must unite to achieve 
freedom for all.” 

Padraic Mac Piarais (P.H. Pearse), address at the grave 
of Wolfe Tone, Bodenstown Churchyard, Co. Kildare, 

June 22, 1913. 

 
Since becoming your President in January, I have been 
greatly encouraged and energized by the activism and 
dedication of our members to the ultimate cause for 
which the IAUC was founded – unification of the island 
of Ireland and, not incidentally, achievement of true 
equality in a peaceful North of Ireland which is 
welcoming to all peoples.  I have heard from many of 

you via email, 
phone, and 
text, and you 
have helped 
evolve my 
own thinking.  
In the past 
few months, I 
have had the 
privilege of 
attending 
meetings of 

our New Jersey (Pictured: Kevin Barry, National Treasurer 
and Peter Kissel with 5th & 9th Members) and Pittsburgh 
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chapters to discuss the IAUC's strategic focus over the next few years.  Seeing and feeling 
the energy of our members has re-affirmed my own faith that the IAUC, in partnership with 
our many friends and allies here and in Ireland, will help achieve in the near-term the goal 
that Irish patriots have pursued at great sacrifice for over 200 years. 
 
We have recently been gifted with two historic events that have provided unprecedented 
momentum towards unification: Britain’s self-destructive decision last June to withdraw 
from the European Union, and the March elections in the North during which unionists lost 
their majority rule for the first time and forever, due to their own sordid behavior.  With a 
renewed level of activism by the IAUC and fellow organizations, these two British “own 
goals” virtually compel the North’s inevitable unity with Ireland.   
 
The first event, Brexit, is a runaway freight train 
heading straight for the North of Ireland.   
Grandstanding proclamations by British politicians 
notwithstanding, there will be a return to a border.  
Theresa May’s claim that she doesn’t want a return 
to “the borders of the past” is utterly meaningless.  
There will be customs requirements, restrictions, 
and necessary checkpoints, albeit (hopefully) 
without the Saracens and British thugs of the past.  
The EU will require border controls even if the 
Brits don't.  In addressing the Dáil on May 11th, EU’s 
Brexit negotiator Michel Barnier stated the hard truth that EU customs controls are 
necessary to protect the single market, food safety, and product standards.  Commerce, 
commuter trips, and the public consciousness will all be severely, negatively, impacted by 
Brexit. 
 
Commercial trade with Ireland is crucial to the North.  According to a recent House of Lords 
report, 38% of the North of Ireland’s exports of goods and 29-38% of its exports of services 
are destined for Ireland.  In 2015, this comprised over €3B worth of trade.  A border of any 
type will severely disrupt this commerce by the customs restrictions, certification of 
standards, and resulting long lines to transport goods across the region.  The plummeting 
value of the English pound will exacerbate this effect by raising the price of goods imported 
by the North and simultaneously depressing the market for Irish goods sold in the North.  
Tariffs will further depress supply markets as well as purchasing power.  The economic 
wreckage of Brexit will be especially painful to the North, which already has one of the 
lowest per capita income levels of any region in the UK. 
 
Commuters will likewise suffer.  8,300 citizens of Ireland work in the North, and 6,500 
citizens of the North work in Ireland.  Each of these must traverse the border twice each 
day, so there are over 30,000 commuter trips daily, in addition to thousands more family 
visitors, recreationists, tourists, shoppers and day-trippers. Checkpoints and accompanying 
lines will severely disrupt such exchanges. 
 
The consciousness of people on the ground may be impacted most severely.  In his speech 
to the Dáil, EU negotiator Barnier noted that the EU helped to remove borders which 
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existed “on maps and in minds.”  In touring County Monaghan farms the next day, he said 
the problem was primarily “human and social” rather than financial or political.  According 
to a report from the International Law Practitioners Association, “to the extent that 
customs checks applied to goods moving across the border on the island of Ireland, or to 

traffic between the Republic of Ireland and Great 
Britain, there would be pressure for controls on the 
movement of persons as well.”  I have read a 
number of articles and letters from residents of the 
border region who are still haunted by the bad old 
days of British aggression and shudder at the 
thought of any return to restrictions.  The images 
from Seamus Heaney’s The Toome Road (look it up if 
you haven’t read it) still hang ominously in the 
consciousness of many Northerners. 

 
The EU has funded €3.5 Billion in cross-border initiatives over the past seven years, and 
has programmed an additional €3.5 Billion over the next six years.  These funds support 
programs such as peace institutions, rural development, maritime and fisheries, 
employment and social services, and regional development to improve job prospects.  The 
EU funds for cross-border initiatives are available only for regions between two European 
Union member countries, so their future availability is highly questionable.  In addition, the 
Republic of Ireland contributes several billion Euros to the cross-border initiatives, and 
that funding is likewise uncertain.  Adding insult to injury, Theresa May’s government has 
stated its determination to withdraw from the European Convention on Human Rights and 
to repeal the Human Rights Act. 
 
The best, most logical answer to the looming negative effects of Brexit is unification of 
north and south.  The “human and social” pain of a border will most obviously be 
eviscerated if there is no border.  Economically, at least two studies have demonstrated the 
benefits to be accrued to both the North and the Republic through unification. These 
include "Modeling Irish Unification" by KLC Consulting, which projects that GDP in the 
North will rise by €2.1 to €2.6 Billion in the first year following unification and up to €25.3 
Billion the first eight years.  This equates to an increase in GDP of 4-7% in the North. The 
other study is "The Economic Case for Irish Unity," by economist Michael Burke, which 
demonstrates that improvements in the division of labor and expansion of the domestic 
and international markets would propel growth in both the Republic and the North.   
 
While the case to be made is compelling, there is much to be sorted in the interim.  Some of 
the hard questions, as posed by Tom McGurk in the Sunday Business Post, include: 

 If Britain is determined to stop EU migration how can [Ireland] continue with our 
mutual free travel area?  

 If Britain leaves the customs union, will a lorry of product from Donegal bound for 
Paris need to negotiate customs at Derry, Larne, Stranraer, Dover and finally Calais? 

 What on Earth is a friction-less border and where else does it operate successfully? 
 How can our huge cross-border agricultural and food industry survive a hard 

border?  
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 What happens to cross-border medical treatment? 
 What if the next three million refugees decide to come to live here or perceive of 

Ireland as a back-door to Britain? Could we have a Calais-like crisis at Dundalk or 
Monaghan? 

 
There are no easy answers to any of these questions.  In fact, the most likely answers are all 
undesirable.  However, raising such questions advances the discussion in favor of a united 
Ireland.   
 
The second event, the March 2 elections to the Stormont Assembly following the 
Assembly’s collapse, is equally significant.  65% of eligible voters went to the polls, and the 
results were truly historic.  For the first time in the 100-year history of Northern Ireland, 
Unionist candidates failed to win a majority of seats; rather, they won only 40 out of 90 
seats (44%).  The Nationalist vote increased by more than 57,000 on last year’s elections.  
Although the Assembly is eighteen seats smaller due to redistricting, Sinn Fein is down only 
one seat, to 27 and the SDLP held steady at 12 seats.  By contrast, Unionists lost 16 of the 
18 stricken seats.  The DUP’s representation dropped from 38 to 28, and the UUP was 
reduced from 16 to 10.  Significantly, the DUP fell short of the 30 seats needed to kill 
legislation unilaterally.  Much of this was down to the DUP’s nasty, bigoted, negative 
campaign.  Triumphalism, at least in the body politic, is dead once and for all. 
 
In the wake of the elections, the public mood concerning unification – in Ireland, in the 
North, in the EU, and even in the UK – has shifted dramatically.  I have previously noted the 
post-election surge of interest in the Irish media, with journalists from the Irish Times, the 
Business Post, the Irish News and even the Irish Independent now writing about the need to 
focus on unification.  Unification has remained a regular topic of discussion in the media for 
the past three months, and the commentaries have addressed substantive aspects such as 
economic concerns and emotional/psychological impacts.  Senior Irish figures across the 
political spectrum, including Michael McDowell and Leo Varadkar, have expressed support 
for unification, and Michael Martin of Fianna Fail jumped on the bandwagon last month, 
releasing a 12-point program for unification.  
 
The European Union has also endorsed the concept of unification, by specifying that 
Northern Ireland would be admitted to the EU in the event of unification. Enda Kenny’s 
government is patting itself on the back for negotiating this, which is understandable, but 
this was a given – Northern Ireland will become part of the EU seamlessly upon unification 
because Ireland, including all its regions and counties, is already a member of the EU.  
Nevertheless, the acknowledgment by the EU and the Irish Government is significant 
because it reflects that those two bodies recognize the need to provide for unification. 
 
There are also signals from England that the UK is increasingly preparing to let go and 
accept unification.  In late March, May’s Brexit secretary David Davis conceded in writing 
that in the event of unification pursuant to a referendum, “Northern Ireland would be in a 
position of becoming part of an existing EU member state, rather than seeking to join the 
EU as a new independent state.”  Kevin Meagher, an advisor to a former Secretary of State 
to Northern Ireland, has written that "Brexit is an accelerant.  All the underlying issues will 
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inevitably lead to a united Ireland."  Even the House of Lords has published a damning 
report on the effect of Brexit on the North.  
 
These events and reactions are very encouraging, but much work needs to be done, 
including most of all educating people north and south about the effects, both benefits and 
challenges, of unification.  The necessary education includes addressing the legitimate 
concerns of Protestants and Unionists over culture, religion, and identity.  The IAUC has an 
important role to play in understanding different views and educating the public about the 
many benefits of unification. 
 
Over the past twenty-five-plus years of intently studying the history of Ireland, visiting the 
land of my forebears many times, being personally harassed by the bristling British 
military presence, and engaging with Irish people and institutions north and south, it has 
become clear to me that so long as England controls the North, it will never, ever enjoy 
equality for all peoples, including equal justice, educational equality, fairness in 
employment, and impartial allocation of resources.  The only way to achieve such a society 
is through unification with the Republic of Ireland, a relatively liberal, open democratic 
society not trapped in some arrogant false notion of superiority.  Unification is Ireland's 
destiny. 
 
My experience with our members in New Jersey and Pittsburgh has confirmed my 
conviction that the IAUC can have a positive impact on the discourse and direction of the 
North at this crucial moment it its history.  George, Sarah, Kevin and I welcome and 
appreciate all of your support and encouragement as we actively pursue the IAUC’s 
founding raison d’etre – political unification of the island of Ireland. 

 

 

 

An Important Message - Consider the Future 

By Ed Walsh, IAUC Board Member, Miami Florida Chapter 
 
For many of us and our families, being remembered for the 
good we’ve done in our lives, our legacy, is very important.  If 
helping support the efforts for Peace, Justice, and Equality for 
all of Ireland’s 32 counties is to be part of your legacy, the 
Irish American Unity Conference (IAUC) requests that you 
consider a donation in your Will, Living Trust, or other 
planned gifts for this purpose – a gift of just 3-4% would help 
thousands of families in the North of Ireland.  The IAUC has 
been a cornerstone, working for over forty years through the 
generosity of our founders, members, and thousands of 
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supporters to provide financial as well as on-the-ground support to people and 
organizations in the North to overcome trauma and poverty, and to work toward 
unification.  Sadly these needs continue to this day, or we would not be asking for your 
help. 
 
We often help relatives we have never met or known.  Likewise, Irish citizens who we do 
not know, living in the small nation next door to the British juggernaut, also need our help 
and assistance.  We can be proud of any and all efforts we make, and your care, thoughts, 
and prayers will be long remembered.  Any help will go a long way to help Irish people be 
safe and free – to be all they can be now, and well into the future.  That’s a great “legacy” for 
us to leave behind.  You can designate a special program or project in Ireland that you 
particularly care about and we will make sure that it receives the funds, and that you are 
personally thanked for it by the charities and causes you have helped. 
 
If possible, we ask that you designate 3%, 
4%, or even 5% of your bequest for this 
help.  Or you might consider making a 
direct gift now in honor of a special 
occasion, person, or event. Your help to the 
recipients is very important and 
appreciated, especially by those like the 
young who have suffered the most. Your 
gift, now or in the future, might come from 
life insurance or a trust, IRAs, or other 
retirement plans, savings accounts – any 
financial document by which you can 
designate a beneficiary.  If the IAUC can 
help clarify or provide guidance in any of 
these areas we will try our best.  This is not 
a matter of aiding the IAUC, but rather of 
direcly helping those who most need it. 
Your gift, in any measure, will help make a 
strong free and independent 32 counties - 
One Nation – the heritage for generations to 
come and a true act of charity and love.  
Many people in the North of Ireland have 
suffered for decades, children have become 
adults, often in great distress.  We must not 
let it continue to affect future generations.  
We are fortunate in the US – hopefully we 
can share some of what we have.   
 

 
 
 
 

 
Among the many worthy organizations in 
the North of Ireland that you may want to 
support are the following, all of which the 
IAUC has worked with or can recommend: 

 Northern Ireland Human Rights 
Fund 
www.communityfoundationni.org  

 Human Rights Consortium 
www.billofrightsni.org 

 Corrymeela Community 
www.corrymeela.org  

 Committee for the Administration 
of Justice www.caj.org.uk  

 Springhill Community House 
http://www.uswip.com/springhill-
community-house/  

 Ballymurphy Families Campaign 
www.ballymurphymassacre.com  

 Pat Finucane Centre 
www.patfinucanecentre.org  

 Campaign for Truth 
www.themcgurksbarmassacre.com  

 Relatives for Justice-USA  
www.relativesforjustice.com 
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Sinn Féin Press Release April 29, 2017: European Union 
Council Guidelines Do Not Go Far Enough – Adams 

 
Sinn Féin President Gerry Adam said: “We welcome the provision for the North to 
seamlessly resume full EU status following a successful Irish Unity Referendum. However, 
it is disappointing and deeply concerning that even at the first hurdle the Irish government 
has fallen short.  The EU Council guidelines fail to go far enough. They do not even match 
those agreed by the EU Parliament.  If the Irish government fails to secure a better deal for 
Ireland during the actual negotiations, the implications for the economy and Good Friday 
Agreement will be profound." 
 
Mr. Adams said: “The Good Friday Agreement provided for a pathway to Irish Unity. We 
welcome that this provision has been reflected in the discussions to allow the North to 
seamlessly resume full status with the EU following of a successful Irish Unity 
referendum.  In the Dáil next week we will be asking the Taoiseach to set out how this will 
be achieved.  Alongside this, it is time for the Irish government to set out the criteria and 
context against which they will judge it is time to support the calling of a referendum on 
Irish unity. 
 
 “Today’s extraordinary meeting of the European Council was very important for Ireland, 
north and south. There was a high level of media spin that the Irish government would 
deliver in the national interest.   It is disappointing and deeply concerning that even at the 
first hurdle that the Irish government has once again fallen short. The European Council 
guidelines should have gone considerably further. There is support for Ireland in Europe 
and the Taoiseach has failed to harness it.  
 
“There is widespread recognition across the EU of the unique and special circumstances 
faced by Ireland as a result of Brexit.  There is also widespread support for the peace 
process and the Good Friday Agreement. A stronger approach from the Irish government, 
could have achieved far more today.  There is now a huge amount to do in the coming 
negotiations.  
 
"The Taoiseach cannot do the lifting for the British Government. He has to stand up for 
Ireland’s national interest and put this before any other consideration.  
 
 “The best way to secure Ireland’s future is through designated special status for the North 
within the EU. This can still be achieved, if this objective becomes a priority for An 
Taoiseach. The government needs to discuss with our EU partners; how all of Ireland can 
remain members of the Single Market and the Common Travel area, how EU funding 
streams can continue to be accessed, how the rights of Irish citizens in the north will be 
delivered, how trading arrangements, north and south and between Ireland and Britain are 
protected.  And critically how the Good Friday Agreement is preserved in all its parts, 
because that is how we will continue to advance the peace process. “Sinn Féin remains 
committed to securing designated special status for the North within the EU. We will 
continue with our diplomatic offensive and engage with all relevant parties and actors in 
Ireland and in the EU to bring it about.” ENDS/CRÍOCH www.sinnfein.ie  



                         888.295.507 www.iauc.org 8 

 

 

A special thank you to outgoing IAUC officers: 

Thomas Burke, past President, Joe Farrell, past Vice President, and Kathleen Kelly, 
past Secretary.  Your contributions and time devoted to keeping the IAUC afloat 
cannot be measured merely in words.  Dedication and commitment come from the 
heart and each of you have a heart of gold.    

 

In Memory of Martin McGuinness -
The Rebel Heart 
 
By Francis A Fahy 
 
From rebel veins my life I drew, 
In rebel arms I lay, 
From rebel lips the lessons drew 
That led me day by day. 
And, rocked to rest on rebel breast 
And nursed on rebel knee, 
There woke and grew for weal or rue 
A rebel heart in me. 
 
A rebel heart, a rebel heart, 
From taint of thralldom free, 
God prosper still through good or ill 
The rebel heart in me. 
 I read my country´s chequered page; 
The rebel heart in me. 
 
I sang her deathless songs; 
I wept her woes from age to age, 
And burned to right her wrongs, 
And when I saw to British law 
She never bent the knee, 
O prouder yet for Ireland beat 
The rebel heart in me. 
 
A rebel heart, a rebel heart, 
From taint of thralldom free, 
God prosper still through good or ill. 
 

ACTION ALERT 
 

Now is the time to educate and inform 
yourself, your friends, family and political 
representatives that Irish Unity is possible, 
regardless of the challenges ahead.  
Britain’s mistakes are Ireland’s 
opportunities.  Stay up-to-date by reading 
the Irish papers, most are available online, 
with free access or subscribe to The 
Sunday Business Post ($16.99/month), 
Nuzhound, and Irish Central (free 
subscription). Check out the IAUC website:  
www.IAUC.ORG and like us on Facebook @ 
Irish American Unity Conference. 
 
If you are looking for specific information 

or have a question, please email or contact 
an IAUC officer.  We will be happy to help 
and share whatever information we have. 
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United Ireland Moving Closer to Fulfilment, 
But Government Needs to do More 

By Matt Carthy, Sinn Féin MEP via SF Press Office 

Sinn Féin Minister European Parliament, Matt Carthy has said that as each day passes, the 
aspiration for a United Ireland is moving towards fulfilment. He was speaking after EU 
leaders guaranteed that the North would resume EU membership as part of a united 
Ireland. He added however that the Irish Government had fallen short in its negotiation 
strategy by failing to seek designated special status for the North of Ireland post-Brexit. 

Carthy said: “As each day that passes, political developments in Ireland, Britain and Europe 
demonstrate that the aspiration for a United Ireland is moving ultimately towards 
fulfilment. “The provision for the North of Ireland to immediately resume full membership 
of the European Union following a successful referendum on Irish unity is another step in 
this direction. “Today’s announcement reinforces the provisions of the Good Friday 
Agreement regarding the peaceful political route to a United Ireland. “Sinn Féin believes 
however, that more was achievable by the Irish Government in relation to the EU Council 
guidelines which fall short of the wording already agreed by the European Parliament. “The 
Irish Government got what it sought but did not ask for enough. Crucially it did not seek 
support for designated special status for the North of Ireland within the EU, post-Brexit. 
This was a major mistake. 

“I believe that this can yet be achieved, if the Government makes it a priority objective in 
forthcoming negotiations. “It is in Ireland's vital national interest that both parts of the 
island remain within the Single Market and that EU funding for peacebuilding and 
economic and social development continues. “Sinn Féin will continue to press the 
Government on this issue and to work with others in Ireland and across Europe to achieve 
it. “In the wake of the declaration that the North will immediately resume full EU 
membership in the event of a United Ireland, it is imperative that the Irish Government and 
all parties who claim to support a United Ireland work with Sinn Féin to agree clear criteria 
for the delivery of a unity referendum. 

"It is especially important that we work together to set out an agreed vision as to what a 
United Ireland will mean for communities across the island so that we can win the 
referendum and begin to deliver upon the potential of our country". 
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San Francisco Chapter President, George Trainor joins with Campaign 
for a United Ireland Meeting with Sinn Féin TD for Cork South Central,  

Donnchadh O' Laoghaire 
 

By George Trainor, IAUC Vice President 
 

Residents of the San Francisco Bay area, every year 
on Easter Sunday, have a wonderful opportunity to 
remember the heroes who risked and gave 
everything in the Irish Rebellion of 1916, when a few 
hundred men and women held out against the might 
of the British Empire in Dublin for a week. This year 
the main oration at Holy Cross Cemetery in 
Colma, took place at the graveside of Fenian 
organizer and ex-San Francisco Sheriff Thomas 

Desmond and was delivered by Cork South Central TD for Sinn Féin, Donnchadh O' 
Laoghaire. 
 
Donnchadh is the Sinn Féin spokesperson on children and youth affairs in the Dáil, and a 
member of the joint Oireachtas Committee on Children. At the age of only 28, he was 
elected TD for Cork South Central at the 2016 General Election, polling 6,986 first 
preferences. A fluent Gaeligeoir, he has also served on the board of Foras na Gaeilge. 
 

 
New Jersey 5th & 9th Chapter News 

 
By Thomas Carney and Diane Winter 
 
After the monthly business meeting and discussion on the latest Irish political news, we 
usually have speakers with Irish connections in various genres. We have found over the 
years that people attend due to our speakers and decide to become members of the IAUC. 
We have been busy lately as you can see! 

Our March meeting’s speaker was a local radio personality, Brian Norton, who charmed us 
with stories and plenty of Irish music. His nightly show is called Retro Radio Night Owl and 
the genre, pop oldies. His show can be streamed through wfdu.fm and there is talk of a 
possible future Irish program. 

At Bergen County, New Jersey’s annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade we were honored to be 
represented this year by Kevin Barry, IAUC National Treasurer. His dedication, articulation 
and professionalism for a United Ireland are greatly appreciated by the IAUC. 

April was a big month for our chapter as Peter Kissel, the National President, discussed the 
latest news concerning Northern Ireland and BREXIT. A record crowd attended. Many 



                         888.295.507 www.iauc.org 11 

people were unaware of and consequently signed up for the IAUC google group to keep up 
with and join in the online discussions. 

Saturday, May 5, 2017 offered the opportunity for Irish and Irish Americans in Northern 
New Jersey to share memories. The location was the Bergen County Court Complex, 

Hackensack, NJ.  Local New 
Jersey members of the Irish American 
Unity Conference were in attendance at 
Bergen County's annual remembrance 
ceremony for the countless thousands of 
Irish who perished during the Irish 
Famine (An Gorta Mor) of the 1840's. 
Along with Diane Winters, Kathleen 
Fearon, Ann Thompson and John 
Kennedy, there were also Mike Carney 
and his brother, Tom Carney. (Pictured 
left) The event was sponsored as a 
partnership between the Council of Irish 
Associations of Greater Bergen County 
and the Bergen County Freeholders.   

 
 
The last photo was taken "outside" on 
Saturday, May 6, 2017: After the inside 
programs were over, Father Michael Moran 
(pictured right) of the SMA Fathers gave a 
benediction outside the actual Court House 
on the site were the Irish Famine memorial 
is permanently situated. Father Michael 
Moran is also shown in one of the photos 
when he earlier gave the invocation.     
 
    

 

Pittsburgh Chapter News 

By Sarah McAuliffe-Bellin, Chapter President 
 
 Members of the Pittsburgh Chapter of the IAUC marched in Pittsburgh’s annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade the second largest in the country, in frigid weather this past March 
12th.  Long-time IAUC member Jim Caldwell charitably volunteers his vehicle to decorate 
for the parade and drives the parade route as chapter Secretary Sandy Haas and member 
Ed McManus carried our banner while other members gave handouts on the benefits of 
Irish unity to both parade marchers and attendees alike. The opportunity to inform about 
current events in Ireland to so many thousands of people helps to remind all that many of 
us don’t put our Irish pride, heritage and interest away after the 17th of March. 
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 At our March meeting not long after the 
death of Martin McGuinness, we discussed 
the importance of carrying on the goals of a 
united Ireland by educating ourselves and 
learning everything necessary to inform 
others in the Irish-American community, our 
political representatives and the public at 
large on the benefits of Irish unity.  

Above:   Peter and Carmen DiGiacomo 

Left:  Peter Kissel addresses the Pittsburgh Chapter  

In April, the Pittsburgh Chapter was honored 
to host new National President Peter Kissel at its monthly meeting.  Peter’s presentation 
focused on his meetings with several community groups in the north and republic of 
Ireland as well as his perspective on the opportunities now present for Irish unification.  
Chapter member Carmen DiGiacomo presented Peter with a beautiful photographic collage 
of murals he has shot over the years.  Many of the murals that Carmen has photographed 
no longer exist, having been painted over or removed.  It is the lucky person who owns one 
of Carmen’s prints.  

Lastly, the Pittsburgh chapter, for the 36th consecutive year, held a commemoration and 
Mass in remembrance of the hunger strikes.  This year’s Mass was once again celebrated at 
“old” St. Patrick’s Church in Pittsburgh and AOH Chaplain Father Doug Boyd, offered some 
very insightful thoughts on the idea of fasting and the history of its use through the 
centuries in Ireland and elsewhere.  We are proud to honor the Irish republicans and their 
families who made the ultimate sacrifice for the cause of Ireland. 

Discussion is now underway to commemorate the 20th Anniversary of the Good Friday 
Agreement and the 100th Anniversary of the 1918 Elections in Ireland in Pittsburgh. 
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America’s BREXIT Role: A Mission of Truth 
 

By Mike Cummings 
Past IAUC Board Member and at-large Philadelphia PA Member 
 
Recently U. S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson indicated that “…conducting foreign policy 
sometimes requires the separation of our values from our practices.”  Thus our relations 
with Russia, Turkey, China primarily focus on security and economic concerns with an 
occasional “democracy and rule of law ‘lite’ press release expressing shock at authoritarian 
abuses. America’s oldest enemy, Great Britain, claims the US-UK alliance is based on a 
mutual regard for democracy and the rule of law and thereby secures favors, deals, waivers 
and contracts.  Most Americans would be surprised to learn that no U. S. President has ever 
confronted the British over their four decades of a well-documented lawless legacy in 
Northern Ireland.  That may soon change. 
 
A 2016 British referendum approved Britain’s exit from the European Union (known as 
BREXIT).  A two-year ‘divorce’ negotiation is underway and the most enthusiastic 
cheerleaders for this break-up are British Prime Minister Theresa May and President 
Donald ‘Mr. Brexit” Trump.  Each has different reasons for supporting Brexit.  The extent of 
Britain‘s misrule in the north of Ireland only comes to light when European Union human 
rights and justice rules and books such as “A Very 
British Jihad”,  “Lethal Allies”, and “A  State in Denial” 
are published.  Ms. May’s cover story for supporting 
BREXIT is due to the supposed burden of refugees 
and European Union regulations.  But the truth is 
that disclosures of injustice in NI have undermined 
British credibility.   Each day England remains in the 
EU means more victims’ lawsuits and mounting 
claims are filed against Britain for State-sponsored 
terrorism which EU obligations will not allow them 
to cover-up.        President Trump, on the other hand, 
a self-proclaimed dealmaker who claims “he feels 
half-British”, would love to rescue Britain from the 
embarrassment of their “Irish troubles” and soften 
the negative impact of BREXIT on Britain AND 
Ireland. His problem?  How does he justify assistance to the world’s sixth largest economy 
and which has a US trade surplus   without compromising other trade and foreign 
assistance priorities. How does he justify giving anything to Europe’s leading human rights 
violator?   Can he get Prime Minister May to finally fulfill key terms of the 1998 Belfast 
Treaty (Good Friday Agreement)?  Better still what about a BREXIT solution based on US 
support for the rational and common sense re-unification of Ireland? 
 
Secretary of State Tillerson, and the President’s newly confirmed Trade Representative 
Robert Lighthizer could be key to making BREXIT work for the US, Ireland and the UK. 
Thanks to the efforts of UK Ambassador to the US, Kim Darroch, The Department of State 
has found it difficult to connect the dots of Britain’s murder and mayhem in NI.  Last 

BREXIT RESULTS 
  LEAVE   REMAIN 

U.K.  51.9%   48.1% 

England: 53.4%   46.6% 

N. Ireland: 44.2%   55.8% 

Scotland: 38.0%   62.0% 

Wales:  52.5%   47.5% 
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November Darroch assured Ms.  May that the UK “is well placed to not only exploit Trump’s 
inexperience but shape his policies…we have built better relationships than the whole DC 
diplomatic corps.” To this I would suggest Secretary Tillerson bear in mind these simple 
truths:  
  
• “Killing people targeted by the State [the UK], using intelligence provided by the 
State and killing them with guns provided by the State is not a security policy but a murder 
policy.”  Patrick Corrigan, Policy Director Amnesty International. 
• Ms. May is rushing through Parliament bills that will repeal all EU Human Rights and 
criminal justice provisions and grant retroactive amnesty to all British soldiers and police 
for their killing of civilians in NI. 
• The Prime Minister has refused funding and obstructed the investigation of 
hundreds of civilian deaths including the killing of six elected Sinn Féin officials and 11 
campaign workers as well as the British Army involvement in the largest act of slaughter of 
the conflict, the Dublin Monaghan bombings. 
 
BREXIT is an opportunity and a challenge for the ‘Tally-Ho’ Trump administration: an 
opportunity to aid two long-time allies and the challenge, stated recently by appointed 
Deputy Secretary of State John Sullivan, to do that, and “… protect and promote American 
values in the world.” 

 

 
The Way Forward is the Way Back…… 

By Marie Smith, Florida Chapter 

The journey of a thousand miles 
begins with one step (Lao Tzu). As 
the year-long 100th anniversary of 
the Easter Rising l916 concludes, let 
us reflect on our immigrant status 
and compare our ancestors 
experience to the human rights 
tragedy that is being played out in 
the Middle East and Europe. 

Ireland was invaded by Britain in 
the 12th century.  800 years later, 
our island is still divided, six northern counties under British rule, and 26 counties now a 
Republic.  On Easter Monday, April 24, l916, a few thousand Irish volunteers and 300 
women, took key defensive positions around the city of Dublin. Their leader, Padraig 
Pearse, from the steps of the General Post Office on Sackville Street (now O’Connell Street) 
read the Proclamation and proclaimed a Republic. The Easter Rising had begun. In the days 
that followed, 20,000 British soldiers were deployed to Dublin and British gun boats 
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bombed Dublin from the River Liffey reducing the city to rubble. This revolt against the 
powerful British Empire lasted six days and ended with the execution of 16 of the rebel 
leaders and the imprisonment of thousands of Irish rebels.     

Our relationship with Britain since the 12th century has been tumultuous reaching its 
height during the Cromwellian period when villages were burned and the Irish sent into 
slavery in the Caribbean and Virginia. During the reign of Henry VIII & Elizabeth I, in the 
period known as the Reformation, priests were hunted and killed. The lands of Catholic 
chieftains were confiscated and churches and monasteries burned or reconverted to the 
new religion.  Poverty became so rampant in Ireland, that Jonathan Swift, Dean of St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin, in his Modest Proposal stated that the British should start 
eating Irish babies since they had pulverized the parents into abject poverty.  But the worst 
had yet to come with the introduction of the infamous PENAL LAWS (1691-1778). 
Professor Lecky, a Protestant and ardent British sympathizer stated that the object of the 
Penal Laws was threefold: (1) to deprive Catholics of all civil life (2) To reduce them to a 
condition of most extreme and 
brutal ignorance and (3) To 
dissociate them from the soil.  
Like good wine the Penal Code 
improved with age, and brought 
a proud Irish Catholic population 
to its knees and to a diet 
consisting solely of potatoes 
over time.  Gustave de Beaumont 
remarked in 1839: “In all 
countries paupers may be 
discovered but an entire nation 
of paupers is what never has been seen until it was shown in Ireland.”  In the census of 
1821 the population was recorded at eight and one-half million; however this was an 
inaccurate figure since many Irish hid in the mountainside and countryside to avoid the 
census people. When the potato blight arrived in Ireland in 1845 it is estimated that the 
population was between 10 to 12 million.  Seven years later the population had been 
reduced by 50% thru death and immigration.  Mass grave sites of the famine victims dot 
the Irish countryside; thousands lie at the bottom of the ocean thrown overboard from the 
coffin ships enroute to Canada and the US. Thousands of Irish died on Staten Island, Deer 
Island, New Brunswick and Grosse Ile. Disease was rampant in the workhouses and on 
board the coffin ships.  We were an unwelcomed emigrant group. NO IRISH NEED APPLY 
was a familiar sign to our ancestors when they reached their new lands. 

Those who survived the Great Hunger closed the door on their memories suffering from 
what we, today, call post-traumatic stress disorder or PTSD.                                                                                           

Professor Lecky, a Protestant and ardent 
British sympathizer stated that the object of 
the Penal Laws was threefold: (1) to deprive 
Catholics of all civil life (2) To reduce them to 
a condition of most extreme and brutal 
ignorance and (3) To dissociate them from 
the soil. oil 
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Even the use of the word “famine” was propaganda by the British.  There was no famine in 
Ireland. Crops and livestock left Irish ports under military guard over to England.  It was 
the only European country that did not close its ports when the potato blight came.  
Disease became rampant and plantation owners commenced evicting the population from 
the land, putting them on coffin ships to the U.S. and Canada. At the height of l847, known 
as Black 47, miles of coffin ships lined the St, Lawrence River waiting for clearance. 
Thousands died on the quarantine island of Grosse Ile, while more thousands died on the 
banks of the river as the coffin ships went toward Montreal.  Four thousand orphan girls 
were taken from Irish workhouses and sent to Australia. 

As we sit in our homes and view the war and refugee problem in the Middle East we must 
reflect empathy toward these displaced persons – our ancestors experienced the same 
tragedy and as their descendants we must give of our talents and help. 

 

 

A Betrayal of Trust 

By Joe Farrell, Past National Vice President and Pittsburgh Chapter Member 
 
David Shribman, Executive Editor of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, provided the cover article 
for the winter issue of Notre Dame Magazine, a journal of commentary and opinion for 
Notre Dame's university and alumni community, on the "precipitous decline" of credibility 
and trustworthiness in our national institutions and leaders. He named them: the federal 
government, organized religion, political figures who have failed us, big science, big 
business, big sports, "and many others." Not named nor suggested to be among the many 
others: big media! Or more specifically, the big press. The press is not unmentioned, 
however: ...reporters and editors for beleaguered mainstream media outlets debated 
whether the traditional evenhandedness they seek to employ in the service of credibility 
only served...to undermine that credibility. In other words, newspapers and other media 
are wondering if they've been too honest for their own good. 

Irish Americans in Western Pennsylvania are well familiar with Shribman's own Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette. Where its coverage of the Irish issue has been concerned, we have not often 
been troubled by its excessive evenhandedness. Possibly every case of Post-Gazette 
coverage of the Irish issue from the start of the Troubles could be cited in a review of same.  
That, of course, covers more coverage than we could do in dozens of newsletters. But 
Shribman took over at the Post-Gazette in 2003. A year or so after, a particularly notable 
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event in the chronicle of the Troubles and the subsequent peace process occurred, the once 
famous Belfast Bank Robbery of December 19, 2004. The Chief Constable of Northern 
Ireland, Hugh Orde, was quick to ascertain responsibility: as reported by the Associated 
Press, he "bluntly declared" that "The Irish Republican Army stole $50 million from a 
Belfast bank." This was immediately accepted by the London and Dublin governments, 
vehement denials by Sinn Fein and the IRA notwithstanding, and the Post-Gazette, along 
with other mainstream media, dutifully reported the allegations as being as good as fact. 
The Post-Gazette went on to celebrate the following St. Patrick's Day with a banner 
editorial stating: This St. Patrick's Day...an important task lies squarely in front of this brave 
and stalwart people (the Irish). It is time to eliminate the Irish Republican Army. Why? 
First up: The criminal, as opposed to political misdeeds of the IRA have returned in recent 
months. There was a major bank robbery in Belfast, apparently carried out by the IRA." 

But appearances can be manipulated. After Orde's announcement, the Garda, on Feb. 17th 
arrested seven, including, as the media reported breathlessly, a man connected to Sinn Féin 
(a former Sinn Féin councilor) in a highly publicized series of actions. Shortly afterwards, 
and with much less publicity, they released them all. In December of 2005, the PSNI 
charged Chris Ward, one of two bank officials taken hostage by the robbers, with the 
robbery, a charge he vehemently denied. Ward was a resident of West Belfast, which one 
report noted was a home to many of the IRA. He was defended by Níall Murphy and when 
the case finally came to trial in 2008 he was acquitted by the judge "after the Prosecution 
said it would be offering no more evidence" as RTE put it. On Oct. 9, 2008, the Guardian 
Newspaper summed up the status delicately: "Amid the prolonged political slanging match, 
there was not enough evidence to prove the involvement of any one group." But who needs 
evidence when an 'apparently' suffices? 

Interestingly, little more than a year later on Feb. 22, 2005 there was a bank robbery in 
Tonbridge, England that "bore striking similarities to the 2004 (sic) heist in Northern 
Ireland" as the Associated Press put it, involving fake policemen taking a bank manager and 
his family hostage, targeting the bank cash distribution center, and using "military 
precision." "Authorities blamed criminal gangs - not terrorists." The AP story on this 
robbery was based on statements by English police officials involved, and said of the 
Belfast robbery "authorities have blamed the outlawed Irish Republican Army, but British 
police suspect an organized crime gang." 

In any case, none of the subsequent developments or lack thereof, led to any Post-Gazette 
editorial noting the failure to find any evidence or develop any case against the IRA, or 
regretting any rush to judgement on their part. Perhaps Mr. Shribman, and many in the 
media, should look to the beam in their own eye. 
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Whither BREXIT, Whither Ireland North and South 

By Thomas J. Burke, Jr, Past National President 
 
Britain’s unexpected decision in a close referendum to withdraw from the European Union 
has created manifold problems for Europe, and not so incidentally for Ireland, north and 
south. The list grows daily as the impact of British Prime Minister May’s recent invocation 
of Article 50 of the European Union’s charter providing for British withdrawal from the 
European Union, begins to be felt.  EU withdrawal raises serious unexpected problems for 
Ireland that multiply daily.  

First and most obvious is the impact of Brexit on the north of Ireland which, as a 
constituent part of Britain from the EU perspective is legally bound to follow England, 
Scotland and Wales out of the European Union despite the vote of the north of Ireland to 
stay firmly in the EU along with the Irish Republic.  The most obvious result could be the 
reinstitution of a formal border between north and south, and despite remonstrations from 
Britain to the contrary, customs stops and collection of tariffs, whose absence has brought 
remarkable year to year growth in prosperity for both parts of Ireland since the Good 
Friday Agreement, might yet appear. Reinstitution of security and tariff collection 
measures would interfere with the free flow of commerce at the present border and tend to 
stymie what is now healthy commerce by any measure, or at the very least to slow it down 
and make it substantially more expensive to conduct.  Preliminary indications are that the 
north would suffer to a greater extent than would the south of Ireland should this happen. 
It is impossible to predict, however, where the balance of misery arising from a reinstituted 
border would find its equilibrium. 

Should the opposite possibility occur and the arguably available referendum take place to 
reunite Ireland be approved, thereby modifying the Act of Union of 1704, Britain’s present 
annual subvention for the north of Ireland of between six million and eight billion pounds 
sterling (depending on how you count), would likely stop, necessitating serious public 
revenue increases in a united Ireland to sustain basic infrastructure services, health care 
and a myriad of other public expenditures no longer available from Britain in the north.  

Just to make things a little more interesting, the Irish Constitution guarantees to any person 
born anywhere on the island of Ireland the unqualified right to citizenship in the Irish 
republic. Every person born in the north of Ireland, as a citizen of the Irish Republic, could 
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arguably participate in the economic benefits of the European Union, as well as the 
diminishing economic benefits of being a British subject, all without so much as changing 
beds in his or her home. A person in the north not a citizen of the Irish Republic would in 
contrast not be eligible to participate as an economic unit in the European Union. Nothing 
has yet presented itself to address this issue.  

Suggested measures so far discussed include “special status” for the reinstated border in 
the north of Ireland. These have been so far greatly talked about but never fleshed out nor 
seriously considered. Overlying and permeating the north of Ireland is the nagging and 
longstanding animus between Protestant and Catholic, largely disappeared in the south, as 
to which scant progress has been made toward reconciliation -- with a few laudable 
exceptions to the contrary. 

 Former Senator George Mitchell, at the 2013 gathering in New York to celebrate the 15th 
anniversary of the Good Friday Agreement, soberly observed that the protagonists in the 
north of Ireland were the most stubborn people he had so far experienced in his life.  One 
hopes Brexit and its playing out will not bring this characteristic to the fore once more. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We Can’t Do This Alone.  Please Join or Renew Your Membership to the 
IAUC.  Complete and mail the back page to: 

 
Irish American Unity Conference 
PO Box 55573  
Washington, DC  20040 
Attention: Sarah McAuliffe-Bellin 
 
 
 

Dues:   
General Member: $30.00  
Family: $40.00  
Senior Citizen or Student:  $20.00 
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 YES!  I SUPPORT THE IAUC AND IRISH UNITY.  ENCLOSED IS MY  

 MEMBERSHIP/DONATION IN THE AMOUNT OF:  $________________ 

 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State & Zip:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email____________________________________________________ Phone_____________________________________ 

 
Checks or money orders should be made payable to “IAUC”.   
 
Questions or Comments? Call Sarah McAuliffe-Bellin at 888-295-5077 or 412-512-9388.  Leave 
a message and the best time to call.  Or email her at sarahm1916@comcast.net  
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